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The State and Federal Governments have recently announced a number of drought relief
measures in an effort to assist primary producers manage drought affected properties.
The QLD Government’s Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) delivers a number of
rebates and subsidies to assist specifically with the management of livestock welfare.
The Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate (EWIR) is designed to assist with the
cost of establishing water infrastructure to supply water for emergency animal welfare
needs. The QLD Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) have described a
genuine “emergency animal welfare need” to be when:
• There is a lack of available water for livestock that are permanently grazing on your
property; or
• The water that is available will be insufficient to sustain the livestock on the
property until the next expected inflow; or
• There is a lack of available water for livestock that is within a reasonable walking
distance.
The EWIR provides a rebate of up to 50% of the cost of purchase, delivery and labour to
engage a person to install water infrastructure.
The maximum rebate initially available is $20,000 per property, per financial year.
This limit may be extended to $30,000 if a Drought Management Plan (DMP) for your
property has been endorsed by a DAF officer. The limit for properties with an endorsed
DMP increases to $40,000 in the third year of being drought declared and to $50,000 in
the sixth and subsequent year.
The DRAS also includes a number of freight subsidies for transporting stock, fodder or
water, including:
• Freight subsidies of up to 50% of the loaded portion of the cost of transporting
fodder or water to drought affected livestock.
• Freight subsidies of up to 100% for breeders or 75% for non-breeders (depending on
transport method), for the transport of livestock returning from agistment.
• Freight subsidies of up to 75% of the total freight cost for the transport of livestock
purchased for restocking.
These measures follow recent Federal Government action, including changes to the
Farm Household Allowance (FHA) and Farm Management Deposits (FMDs).
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Eligible famers and their partners can now receive up to $12,000 per household under the revised
FHA rules. The assets threshold for assessing eligibility has also been temporarily increased to
$5 million and an additional $5 million in funding has been provided to support the Rural Financial
Counselling Service.
The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) also provides concessional tax treatment for primary
producers who elect to use FMDs.
From 1 July 2016, primary producers affected by drought can also withdraw their FMDs before
twelve months without losing any taxation benefits, provided they:
•

Made their FMD in the previous financial year; and

•

Have held their FMDs for at least six months; and

•

Can demonstrate that an area of their farming property has been affected by a rainfall
deficiency for six consecutive months.

If you would like more information regarding the above drought relief schemes or require
assistance applying for relief, please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Find out how we can help, contact our office.
QUEENSLAND
LEVEL 4, 240 QUEEN STREET
BRISBANE, QLD, 4000
general@hallchadwickqld.com.au
(07) 3221 2416
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